ILLINOIS LUTHERAN CONFERENCE
Topical Bulletin, July 2022
As mentioned in last month’s bulletin, we will continue to review what we confess in the Apostles’
Creed and look at some Scripture proofs regarding that which we confess in each Article.
Therefore, this month’s topic for consideration is: The Apostles’ Creed; the second Article.
Luther’s Small Catechism puts it thus:
THE SECOND ARTICLE
REDEMPTION
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to j udge the quick
and the dead.
What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of
the Virgin Mary, is my Lord,
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death,
that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness,
even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.
Comment: Luther’s explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed is truly Scriptural, for it
plainly puts forth the facts that Jesus is true man and true God, but one Christ, our Lord and Savior.
Indeed, “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up
into glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16) Yes, “when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons. (Galatians 4:4-5)
Looking again at the Second Article of the Creed, notice also that it is important for each INDIVIDUAL to
BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, God the Father’s ONLY SON, who is OUR LORD and SAVIOR— since He has paid
for all of our sins in full, with His shed blood, when He died on the cross of Calvary. Jesus’ bodily
resurrection, after three days in the grave, proves the fact that our sins have truly been paid for. Indeed,
Jesus our Lord is He, “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.”
(Romans 4:25) “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
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reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corinthians 5:17-21)
The Holy Bible will further illuminate us concerning what it means when each of us confesses the words
of: The Apostles’ Creed; the second Article.
First, in the light of Holy Scripture, let’s consider what it really means when each of us confesses:
I believe in Jesus Christ.
“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all
that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall
they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, w ho hath
believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
(Romans 10:12-17)
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26)
“And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:31)
“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the w orks of
the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)
Comment: The foregoing Bible passages make it clear that to BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is to
have FAITH in Jesus Christ as one’s personal Savior and Lord. “For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians
2:8-9) “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36) Thus, belief on the Lord Jesus Christ, faith in
Jesus Christ, is a gracious gift of God, being also called the faith OF Jesus Christ!
Now, let’s further ponder what it means to confess: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, w as
crucified, dead, and buried.— Those words dealing with Christ in His state of humiliation.
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
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“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband,
being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.
But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream,
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy w ife: for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be w ith child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him
his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.”
(Matthew 1:18-25)
“And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,
To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name
was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying,
and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not,
Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy w omb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house
of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. T hen said Mary unto the angel, How shall
this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:26-35)
Comment: Notice from the foregoing Scripture passages that Jesus Christ is indeed true God, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary, exactly as foretold of old. JOSEPH was
Jesus’ FOSTER FATHER, while GOD is Jesus’ ACTUAL FATHER. Jesus Christ is also true man, a real human
being, born of the Virgin Mary; and, since Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Ghost, He has NO
ORIGINAL SIN, nor did He ever COMMIT ANY ACTUAL SINS. JESUS IS HOLY, without any sin of His own!
“And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.” (1 John 3:5) “Seeing
then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:14-15) Observe
also that the name JESUS means SAVIOR, for God’s Son, who is also the Son of the Virgin Mary, was to be
and was named JESUS, since He would and later did, “save his people from their sins.” Thus, Jesus IS
TRUE GOD and TRUE MAN, but ONE CHRIST!
“I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten
thee.” (Psalm 2:7)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John bare w itness of
him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me:
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for he was before me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” (John 1:1-2, 14-18)
Comment: Note well that Jesus Christ is not merely “a son” of God; no, JESUS CHRIST IS the ETERNAL,
ONLY BEGOTTEN, SON of GOD— that’s Son with a capital “S”. Think about what it means! “In this was
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that
we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9)
“Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” (Psalm 45:7)
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.” (Isaiah 61:1)
“And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through
all the region round about. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. And he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the
sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the
book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the
synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears.” (Luke 4:14-21)
“For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure
unto him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.” (John 3:34-35)
“And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 16:16-17)
Comment: JESUS IS THE CHRIST – “Christ” meaning “the anointed” – exactly as the Old Testament Holy
Scriptures had prophesied the Savior would be. “The word which God sent unto the children of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) That word, I say, ye know, which was published
throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; How God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and
healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” (Acts 10:36-38)
“For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth w hom he
will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men
should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth
not the Father which hath sent him.” (John 5:21-23)
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“For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee?
And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? And again, when he bringeth in the
firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.” (Hebrews 1:5-6)
“And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that w e may know
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. T his is the true God, and
eternal life.” (1 John 5:20)
Comment: Jesus Christ IS TRUE GOD, deserving of the same divine honor and glory as God the Father and
God the Holy Ghost!
“And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
man hath not where to lay his head.” (Matthew 8:20)
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)
“And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rej ected of the
elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.” (Mark 8:31)
“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” (1 Timothy 2:5-6)
Comment: Jesus Christ IS TRUE MAN, as He had to be in order to take our place under God’s Law and in
order to suffer and die for us. Jesus Christ had NO worldly-wealth while visibly dwelling on earth, but was
born and lived in poverty. Jesus willingly and voluntarily laid aside the full and constant use of the infinite
wealth He had from eternity, just so He could accomplish His saving work: our redemption! “Let this
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8) What a wonderful and
loving Savior we have in Jesus Christ our Lord!
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dw elleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily.” (Colossians 2:8-9)
Comment: The Lord Jesus Christ is the ONE, TRUE SAVIOR of the world, for, “Neither is there salvation in
any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
(Acts 4:12) Therefore, whenever we confess, “I believe in Jesus Christ,” we need to remember WHO HE IS!
“When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against
Jesus to put him to death: And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to
Pontius Pilate the governor.” (Matthew 27:1-2)
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“Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. And the soldiers platted a crow n of thorns, and
put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, And said, Hail, King of the Jew s! and they smote
him with their hands. Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him
forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown
of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! When the chief priests
therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them,
Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. T he Jews answered him, We have a law, and
by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard
that saying, he was the more afraid; And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus,
Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto
me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus
answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above:
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. And from thenceforth Pilate sought to
release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend:
whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. When Pilate therefore heard that saying,
he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but
in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and
he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify
him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but
Caesar. Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him
away. And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the
Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in
the midst. And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the w riting was, JESUS OF NAZARETH
THE KING OF THE JEWS.” (John 19:1-19)
“And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, And saying, Thou that destroyest the
temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come dow n from the
cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others;
himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will
believe him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son
of God. The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. Now from the
sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, w hy hast
thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:39-46)
“After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled,
saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and
put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It
is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. The Jews therefore, because it was the
preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath
day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken
away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other w hich was crucified
with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:
But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.
And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he know eth that he saith true, that ye
might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall
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not be broken. And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced. And
after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jew s, besought
Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and
took the body of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound w eight. Then took they the body of
Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the
place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was
never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the
sepulchre was nigh at hand.” (John 19:28-42)
Comment: The foregoing Bible verses make it abundantly clear that Jesus Christ indeed suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried— exactly as we confess in the second Article of the
Apostles’ Creed. Oh, Jesus went through the tortures of hell itself, for you and for me, when He was
forsaken by God! “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him
the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was
cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. And he made his
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth.” (Isaiah 53:4-9) Jesus fulfilled Scripture prophecy to the letter, for you and for me!
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the w orld to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned:
but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.” (John 3:16-18)
“But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much
more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto
many. And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. For if by one man's offence
death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. T herefore as by the offence of one judgment
came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” (Romans 5:15-19)
“But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, T he just shall live by
faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every
one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” (Galatians 3:11-14)
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“For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was
reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” (1 Peter 2:21-24)
“...if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the w hole world.”
(1 John 2:1-2)
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But w ith the precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who by him do believe in God, that raised
him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.”
(1 Peter 1:18-21)
Comment: The absolute necessity of faith in Jesus Christ is surely shown in the foregoing Bible passages.
JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY WAY TO GOD AND HEAVEN! JESUS CHRIST HAS PAID FOR ALL THE SINS OF ALL
PEOPLE! Nevertheless, God-given faith in Jesus Christ, as one’s personal Savior and Lord, is vital! Without
faith in Christ, one cannot be saved! “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by
faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.” (Galatians 3:22) “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16)
God grant that we never forget what it is we confess, when we say: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. Oh beloved, those words regarding Christ in His state of
humiliation are truly rich!
It’s plainly evident, from the Scripture passages we’ve considered throughout this topical bulletin, that
Luther’s explanatory words of the second Article of the Creed are right in the light of the Holy Bible, for
he wrote: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man,
born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord,
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His
innocent suffering and death.
In next month’s Topical Bulletin, we will continue in our consideration of, The Apostles’ Creed; the
second Article. We will then ponder the following words in particular, which deal with Christ in His state
of exaltation: He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to j udge
the quick and the dead.
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